[Patterns in the degradation of individual genes of thymocytes in irradiated rats].
Degradation of genes of actin, albumin, histones, heat shock protein, and ribosomal RNA within DNA of irradiated animal thymocytes has been investigated. It has been shown that single strand enzymatic breaks occurred in thymocyte DNA 2 h following irradiation are localized in linker sites of nucleosomes. All the transcribed genes under study degrade to fragments that correspond by their length to DNA of nucleosomes and their oligomers. The albumin gene nontranscribed in thymocytes also degrades; however, no low molecular weight fragments are found. The degree of gene degradation is invariable in time.